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E.O. 11652: 



TAGS:SENV, OECD, JA 

SUBJECT: US - JAPAN ENVIRONMENT AGREEMENT 

US - JAPAN ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT WAS SIGNED 
AUGUST 5 BY THE SECRETARY AND FOREIGN MINISTER MIYAZAWA 
IN PRESENCE OF PRIME MINISTER MIKI, EPA ADMINISTRATOR 
TRAIN, AND GROUP OF JAPANESE AND AMERICAN OFFICIALS. 

FOLLOWING ARE TEXTS OF REMARKS MADE BY SECRETARY 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER ON OCCASION OF THE SIGNING: 

-SECRETARY KISSINGER: "WE ARE VERY PLEASED ON 
THE OCCASION OF THIS VERY FORTUITOUS VISIT, TO BE ABLE 
TO SIGN THIS AGREEMENT ON THE PROTECTION OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT. 

"OUR TWO NATIONS HAVE A VERY SPECIAL RELATION- 
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SHIP IN VERY MANY FIELDS, AND OUR TWO NATIONS ALSO 
HAVE A VERY SPECIAL OBLIGATION IN MANY FIELDS. WE 
ARE TWO GREAT INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES AND WE ARE INTER- 
DEPENDENT IN MANY IMPORTANT RESPECTS. 
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"BOTH OF US FACE THE PROBLEM OF HOW MAN CAN 
REALIZE HIS INTERDEPENDENCE AND MAKE PROGRESS WITH- 



OUT, AT THE SAME TIME, DESPOILING THE ENVIRONMENT IN 
WHICH HE LIVES, AND MAKING ALL THE ADVANCEMENTS IN 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY A DETRIMENT RATHER THAN A 
BENEFIT. 

"OUR TWO NATIONS, REPRESENTING SUCH A LARGE PART 
OF THE MOST ADVANCED TECHNOLOGICAL OUTPUT OF THE WORLD, 
CAN SET AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHER COUNTRIES OF HOW WE CAN 
DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM. 

"AND I AM PARTICULARLY HAPPY THAT WE CAN SIGN 
THIS AGREEMENT TODAY WHEN OUR OLD FRIEND, THE PRIME 
MINISTER, IS VISITING US FOR THE FIRST TIME; BECAUSE, 

AS MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS IN THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF IAPAN, HE PLAYED SUCH A DISTINGUISHED ROLE 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH MR. TRAIN AND OTHER AMERICAN 
OFFICIALS IN BRINGING THIS DOCUMENT INTO EFFECT. 

"OVER THREE CENTURIES AGO THE IAPANESE WRITER 
KAIBARA EKKEN DESCRIBED THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF MAN 
AND HIS ENVIRONMENT. HE WAS AN AVID AMATEUR BOTANIST 
AND HE WROTE: 

"ALL MEN IN THE WORLD ARE CHILDREN OF NATURE AND 
NATURE IS THE GREATEST PARENT OF US ALL. MAN SHOULD 
NOT, EVEN IN IGNORANCE OPPOSE THE WAY OF NATURE OR 
COMMIT OUTRAGE AGAINST IT. NOR SHOULD HE WASTE, TO 
GRATIFY PERSONAL DESIRE, THE BOUNTIES THAT NATURE HAS 
PROVIDED." 

"FOR TOO LONG WE HAVE ACTED IN IGNORANCE, COMMITTED 
OUTRAGES AGAINST OUR ENVIRONMENT, AND WASTED ITS BOUNTIES. 
WITH THIS AGREEMENT TODAY, WE TAKE A SMALL STEP TOWARD 
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THE PATH SET FORTH FOR US BY THIS JAPANESE WRITER SO 
LONG AGO." 

-FOREIGN MINISTER MIYAZAWA: "IT IS INDEED A GREAT 
PLEASURE AND PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO SIGN TODAY THE AGREE- 
MENT OF COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRO- 
TECTION. 

"THIS AGREEMENT SYMBOLIZES THE BEGINNING OF A NEW 
FIELD OF FORMAL COOPERATION IN A BROAD COOPERATIVE RE- 
LATIONSHIP. 

"ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS ARE ONE OF THE MOST IM- 
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PORTANT QUESTIONS WHICH MANY COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD, 
PARTICULARLY ADVANCED INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES, ARE NOW 

FACING; AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IS NO DOUBT A 
USEFUL MEANS TO COPE WITH THEM. 

"I SINCERELY HOPE THAT THE COOPERATION WHICH HAS 
BEEN SUCCESSFULLY CARRIED OUT IN THE PAST, WILL BE 
EXPANDED AND STRENGTHENED ON THE BASIS OF THIS AGREE- 
MENT WE HAVE NOW SIGNED, IN THE FUTURE. 

"IN CONCLUDING MY REMARKS, I WOULD LIKE TO EX- 
PRESS MY HEARTFELT GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO WORKED 
FOR THE CONCLUSION OF THIS AGREEMENT." KISSINGER 
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